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May has been set aside as National Inventors Month. It was 

designed to honor innovation and creativity. This month-long 

celebration coordinates with the annual induction into the 

National Inventors Hall of Fame.  

Think about all the things we use each and every day like telephones and 

light bulbs and staplers. These things just did not appear. Someone saw a 

need and through lots of brainstorming, hard work, and lots of trial and er-

ror came up with solutions. This month we will take a look at some famous 

inventors and the wonderful inventions that they created. Did you know 

that Helen Blanchard created the zigzag sewing machine, Clarence Birdseye 

came up with the idea of frozen foods, and Josephine Cochran made the 

first commercially successful automatic dishwasher - just to name a few.  

So join us on Friday, May 14 at 2:30 p.m. as we look further into some of 

the most famous inventions in history that have made our life so easy.  

Want to read more about our celebrated inventors? Check out 

www.invent.org/blog/trends-stem/National-Inventors-Month 

National Inventors Hall of  Fame 
Lisa Ambrose, Life Enrichment Director 

Edenton Reopening Continues 
The trends are positive! Recent announcements by the CDC provided new 

guidance on when to wear a mask indoors or outdoors and gathering sizes. 

Most of this new guidance can not be initiated here at Edenton...yet. The 

Maryland Department of Health guidance governs what do, and it super-

sedes CDC and Maryland state guidance. MDH, in the Nursing Home/LTC 

Matters, still requires masks to be worn in our licensed facilities and testing 

to continue in specific instances. So, please be patient.  

And, please continue to: wear a mask when outside of your unit; ask visitors 

to always mask, even when visiting outside; and avoid high-risk activities 

with family and friends. Check your activities calendar as we ARE expanding 

on campus group activities this month. Look for more updates in the 

weekly communication each Friday.  

Do you know someone 

who wants to be 

vaccinated but hasn’t 

been able to do so yet? 

Edenton will help.  

Just call us!  

301-694-3100 
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This month Blossom Place residents will enjoy an array 

of backyard games like bowling, squirt gun battles, and 

bubble blowing! The sun is shining and the birds are 

chirping more and more. It’s time to get outside and 

breathe in some fresh air! Whether you go for a walk, 

or simply sit on a bench outside, make a point to enjoy 

the late spring weather as much as you can.  

Hannah Weis, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

May 2021 

Backyard Bonanza 

Since May is a month to honor mothers, why not cele-

brate another very special mother this month? The fig-

ure of Mother Goose is an imaginary author of a col-

lection of fairy tales and nursery rhymes. ‘Mother 

Goose’ is generally depicted in illustrations as an eld-

erly country woman in a tall hat and a shawl. But she is 

also sometimes depicted as a goose, usually wearing a 

bonnet. She is credited with the Mother Goose stories 

and rhymes first popularized in the 1700s in English-

language literature, although no specific writer has ever 

been identified with such a name.  

Saturday, May 1 is National Mother Goose Day. On this day at Garden 

House we will spend time re-appreciating some of these wonderful old 

nursery rhymes and fairy tales. There really 

seems to be no age barrier to these well-

read and often repeated rhymes. Many can 

still repeat the familiar words that bring back 

fond memories, smiles, and the warmth of 

Mother Goose’s embrace. Sounds like some 

old-fashioned fun for all.  

 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; 

All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 

Couldn’t put Humpty together again. 

Mother Goose 
Marie O’Callaghan Weis, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Page Turner’s 

Book Club 

This month, our Page 

Turner’s Book Club 

will be reading  

 A Time For Mercy by 

John Grishman. 

Filled with all the 

courtroom machina-

tions, small-town in-

trigues, and plot twists 

that have become the 

hallmarks of the mas-

ter of the legal thriller, 

A Time for Mercy em-

phatically confirms 

John Grisham's repu-

tation as America’s 

favorite storyteller. 

Sign up if want to join 

us this month. We’ll 

be meeting on Thurs-

day, May 27 at 3 p.m. 

in the Community 

Room for discussion.  

Joan Piazza (top photo) and 

John Lis (bottom photo) are 

ready to help celebrate Mother 

Goose Day! 
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May 2021 

Wear Purple for Peace Day is celebrated on May 16 every year to pro-

mote worldwide peace. Some also believe it is a day to promote peace be-

tween humans and any space aliens that may be out there.  

Either way, the world would be a much better place if we all lived in peace. 

Join us at Garden House the weekend of Saturday, May 15 and Sunday, 

May 16 as we all wear some of this lovely color to celebrate peace - and 

for a fun Saturday celebration of all things purple.  

Wear Purple for Peace Day 
Marie O’Callaghan Weis, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

A parachute for exercise? Yes! But not for jumping out of a plane. On 

Friday, May 28, residents from Orchard Terrace will be using our new 

equipment to strengthen and move our bodies.  

We’ll take our parachute outside (weather permitting), then each of us will 

hold a section of the parachute of the parachute and work together to 

balloon it up and create a colorful “bubble.”  

We may even try some different moves and attempt a few ripples, too. 

Who knows? We are trying something new! 

Moving in a new way will be good for our 

joints, muscles and coordination...plus we get 

to be outside and enjoy the beautiful 

weather. Please join us for this fun new 

parachute experience.  

Parachuting 
Caroline Dunning, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Who had the greatest influence on your life? For most of us a parent 

comes to mind. And, like many of you, for me it is my mother. Everyone 

has one and many of you may even be mothers yourselves.  

That is why Blossom Place plans on honoring mothers in many ways with a 

variety of chats abut being a mom, our mothers, and even a Mother’s Day 

party! If you or someone you know would enjoy such festivities and heart-

warming conversations, by all means join us! Some dates that these events 

will take place are: Tuesday, May 4 - Poems for Mom. And, Friday, May 7: 

Mother’s Day Party.  

Honoring Mom 
Hannah Weis, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

You always need a 
cake to celebrate!  

Who celebrated a mile-

stone birthday last 

month? Helen Easton! 

Congratulations from 

all of us as you cele-

brate number 102.  

An amazing feat! 
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May 2021 Peonies 

You will notice a scattering of peonies on your ac-

tivity calendars this month. While their growing 

season may be brief, nothing says springtime like 

blossoming peonies. These big, pastel flowers grow 

in large bushes and give off a lovely scent. Nothing 

will lift someone’s spirits or bring a smile to a 

loved one’s face like a big bouquet of flowers!  

There are many tales regarding this cloud-like flower and myths linking them 

to the symbolism of beauty and bashfulness. Native to China and the Euro-

pean coasts of the Mediterranean, peony derived its name from Paeon, the 

physician to the Greek gods. Paeon was an apprentice to Asclepius, the god 

of medicine and healing. Paeon discovered a root that could help ease the 

pain of childbirth. Jealous that all the expectant mothers were going to 

Paeon for medical help, Asclepius vowed to kill Paeon. To save him from the 

wrath of Asclepius, Zeus turned Paeon into a peony flower.  

The history of peonies is not only found in legends and myths. Peony roots 

have been used by herbalists all over Europe and Asia for thousands of years 

to treat everything from epilepsy and liver problems to poor blood circula-

tion and migraines.  

What a perfect flower to showcase as we celebrate Mother’s Day in May. 

The soft petals, sweet fragrance, and gentility remind us of similar qualities 

often associated with mothers. The sturdiness of their stems, the healing 

properties, and their beauty - qualities we could only hope to bring to all of 

those we love.  

Madison Thurman, Administrative Assistant 

Residents are enjoying the chance to be together for small group activities 

again! Here Ruth Robertson, Juanita Oden, Marie McGrath, and Frank 

Guess participate in a recent spring-themed crafts class. 

Crafts Class Comes Back! 
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Resident Spotlight 

He enjoys travel and 

has been to five states, 

but he loved to vacation 

right here in Maryland 

in Ocean City, his fa-

vorite vacation spot. 

His love of Ocean City 

helped make his favor-

ite season summertime.  

Jim loves baseball and is a Nationals 

fan. Back in the day, he rooted for 

the Senators. Jim is also an avid gar-

dener and really enjoyed home-

grown tomatoes, zucchini, green 

beans, and flowers. Jim is a delight 

to talk to. Thanks for sharing life’s 

good things, Jim! 

This month’s spotlight shines on 

resident Jim Thorpe, an independ-

ent living resident who lives in cot-

tage 601. He was born and raised in 

Bethesda and has been a lifelong 

Maryland resident. Jim was married, 

but sadly his wife has passed on and 

is missed greatly.  

Jim became interested in working on 

cars when he was in high school in 

shop class. His love of cars grew and 

led to his career: Jim worked as an 

auto mechanic for over 50 years. 

His knowledge of automobiles is 

vast. He still likes to share tips on 

how to make your car run better.  

May 2021 

Caroline Dunning, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Watercolor painting classes have resumed. 
Join us and  

explore your  

artistic  

talents!  

Thursdays  

in the  

Manor  

House art 

room.  

Check your  

calendar  

for specific  

dates and times.  

Pictured here from a recent class...  

Betty Kerber, Josh Dulin,  

Mary Ellen Preissler, and  

Anne Skelley show us their  

tulip-inspired still life pieces.  
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The Manor House is going to be bustling with activity this month. Activities are 

ramping up and we don’t want you to miss out. Here are just a few highlights.  

 Kitchen Band practice on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. Come join in the fun and cre-

ate music with friends.  

 On Friday, May 7 at 1:30 p.m. we’ll paint teacup planters then create our 

own artificial arrangements in them.  

 Monthly birthday celebration will be held Wednesday, May 12 

 Wal-Mart shopping on Thursday, May 13 

 History Club discussion group meets on Friday, May 14 

 Happy Hour with friends on Saturday, May 15. A toast to spring! 

 Gardening Club with Caroline will meet Wednesday, May 19 

 Restaurant Meeting on the Thursday, May 20 

 Rock Painting with Cherita on Wednesday, May 26 

Check your calendars for additional events and times. We hope to see you there! 

Independent Living Highlights 
Lisa Ambrose, Life Enrichment Director 


