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Edenton Retirement Community  April 2021 

Congratulations to Mrs. Betty Kerber on being appointed Edenton’s 

mayor for 2021. A sincere thank you and fond farewell to Mr. Greg 

Knight who served our community to the best of his ability during an un-

precedented, extraordinary pandemic year.  

Mrs. Kerber was born in Philadelphia, PA and raised in Blue Bell, PA. She 

attended Ursinus College and majored in English Literature. She then en-

rolled at the Charles Morris Price Advertising and Journalism School to pre-

pare for work in advertising. After she finished school, she went to work 

and wrote commercials for both newspaper and radio. One of her favorite 

jobs? Writing commercials for Dairy Maid Chocolate.  

You’ll see Betty around campus at many activities including exercise, discus-

sion groups, arts and crafts, history club, gardening club, and helping wher-

ever she might be needed. Congratulations, Betty! 

Congratulations to our New Mayor 

Lisa Ambrose, Life Enrichment Director 

Dyeing Easter Eggs 

Five things you may not know about Easter eggs:  

 The eggs symbolize new life or rebirth. 

 Decorating eggs is an ancient tradition. 

 The world’s biggest Easter egg was more than 34 feet tall. 

 Before the familiar plastic ones were popular, Easter eggs were made 

with cardboard.  

 The most expensive chocolate Easter egg sold for more than $10,000.  

Our annual Good Friday tradition at Garden House is col-

oring Easter eggs. On Friday, April 2, we’ll dye and deco-

rate eggs with all the colors of Spring. Cannot wait to see 

who will create the prettiest or most unique!  

May this Easter holiday fill your hearts with joy, peace, and 

harmony. Happy Easter! 

Marie O’Callaghan, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Mrs. Betty Kerber 

Edenton Mayor 2021 
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With the introduction of rock ‘n’ roll in the 1950s, many new songs gave 

birth to specific dances. Young people would show off these dances on 

popular T.V. shows like American Bandstand. While these dances would not 

be considered serious art forms, they sure are fun to do.  

Garden House residents will be trying out some of these dance crazes dur-

ing our music and movement activities this month (we can modify fall or a 

seated person to have fun with us, too). Some of the most popular dances 

were Funky Chicken, Swim, The Twist, Pony, and Mashed Potato. Most all 

of these dances have their own specific songs, but you can also do your fa-

vorite moves with just about any song with a good beat.  

Sounds like a good time...all the while dancing down memory lane. We will 

certainly encourage all to have fun with this activity and not be afraid to let 

loose. Happy dancing! 

Dance Crazes 
Marie O’Callaghan, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

April 2021 

The magic of man’s best friend has been around for centuries. Dogs can 

have a immense positive impact on our daily lives. Research has shown that 

dogs emotionally support and uplift people. This is especially essential for 

individuals with major neurocognitive disorders (formerly known as demen-

tia) that are in a long-term care setting. 

The presence of a dog can help reduce anxiety, agitation, irritability, depres-

sion, loneliness, and even aid nutritional intake. All that from simply being in 

the same room with a dog. Imagine what positive outcomes could occur 

from full on interaction with a dog! Although we cannot do so right now, 

we are looking forward to the days our fluffy friends can join us inside again. 

 This month Blossom Place will celebrate all those amaz-

ing qualities that our furry, floppy-eared companions 

bring to our lives by learning and discussing them as part 

of our month-long celebration. On Wednesday, April 7 

we will discuss fun facts about puppies. On Tuesday, 

April 13 we’ll talk about the many roles of man’s best 

friend. And, on Thursday, April 15, the topic will be 

puppy power... the positive effect that puppies have as a 

whole. Join us in celebrating by having a discussion of 

your own with friends or family about how dogs have 

brought joy to your lives. 

National Dog Appreciation Month 
Hannah Weis, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Page Turner’s 

Book Club 

This month’s book 

pick is Lisa See’s The 

Island of Sea Women.  

Set on the Korean 

island of Jeju, the 

story follows Mi-ja 

and Young-sook, two 

girls from very differ-

ent backgrounds, as 

they work in the sea 

with their village’s all-

female diving collec-

tive. Over many dec-

ades, the two develop 

the closest of bonds. 

But, their differences 

are impossible to ig-

nore. Ultimately, their 

relationship is pushed 

to the breaking point. 

Sign up if want to join 

us this month. We’ll 

be meeting in the 

Community Room on 

Thursday, April 22 at 

3 p.m. for discussion.  
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April 2021 

Arbor Day is celebrated all over the world on different days. The United 

States celebrates this year on April 30. It is important to replace trees that 

are cut down for lumber. We need trees for oxygen, fuel, art, and many 

other reasons. We will discuss the largest tree on record, our favorite 

trees, and how trees are useful. As we celebrate Arbor Day this spring, 

Edenton will be replacing a few trees on campus to celebrate.  

Caroline Dunning, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Who can resist a handful of jellybeans on National Jellybean Day? While 

candies made in a very similar manner existed before the jellybean, Boston 

confectioner William Schraftt made them popular during the Civil War. 

The first candies sold by the pound, Shraftt encouraged his customers to 

send them to Union soldiers. In the 1930s, jellybeans became closely asso-

ciated with the Easter holiday thanks to the egg-like shape.  

Our 40th President, Ronald Reagan, enjoyed jellybeans so much that they 

were present at his inauguration. He started eating them when he quit 

smoking years before. The Herman Goelitz candy company supplied red, 

white, and blue jellybeans for the 1980 event. They created a blueberry 

jellybean for the first time, just for the inauguration.  

Now jellybeans come in over 200 flavors! To celebrate National Jellybean 

Day on Thursday, April 22, Fiddler’s Green is hosting a jellybean tasting 

event to see which flavors tickle our taste buds. We can’t wait.  

National Jellybean Day 
Lisa Ambrose, Life Enrichment Director 

Orchard Terrace will make soft pretzels from scratch on Friday, April 23. 

As we roll out the dough, we will share a story about the beginning of 

pretzels and how the shape that’s formed has been used to help young-

sters remember the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Join us for a yummy af-

ternoon of baking pretzels.  

Let’s make soft pretzels 

Arbor Day 

Caroline Dunning, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

Blossom Place loves to laugh! That is why we are amped up this month for 

National Humor Month! Throughout April we’ll share jokes, both old and 

new. If you or someone you know loves a good joke, share a few! After 

the year we have had, the world needs more laughter!  

Humor Month 
Hannah Weis, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

You always need a 
cake to celebrate!  

We celebrated a mile-

stone last month: one year 

since the COVID-19 pan-

demic changed the way we 

spend each day. Residents 

and staff all over campus 

enjoyed a sweet treat on 

the one- year anniversary. 

It took everyone’s dedica-

tion to keep us as healthy 

and safe as possible this 

past year.  

Great job, everyone! 
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April 2021 National Babe Ruth Day 

On Tuesday, April 27, baseball fans around the country 

honor on of baseball’s all-time greatest players on Na-

tional Babe Ruth Day.  

George Herman “Babe” Ruth, Jr. was born right here 

in Maryland in the city of Baltimore on February 6, 

1895. He earned the nicknames “the Bambino” and “the Sultan of Swat.” He 

spent 22 seasons in Major League Baseball and played for three different 

teams from 1914 to 1935.  

Babe Ruth started his baseball career as a pitcher for the Boston Red Sox. 

He became a full-time right fielder when the New York Yankees bought his 

contract in 1919. Being such a phenomenal hitter, he helped the Yankees 

win seven pennants and four World Series titles. He set many records dur-

ing his career for home runs, runs batted in, slugging percentages and on 

bases. In 1927, he was the very first player to hit 66 home runs in one sea-

son. Following a short stint with the Boston Braves, he retired in 1935. In 

1936, he became one of the first five players to be elected to the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame.  

On April 27, 1947, he was able to attend the proclaimed Babe Ruth Day and 

spoke briefly to a crowd of almost 60,000 at Yankee Stadium. On August 

16, 1948, at the age of 53, Babe Ruth passed away. He had been diagnosed 

with cancer two years earlier.  

Join us on April 27 when we take an in-depth look at Babe Ruth’s life and 

accomplishments. While we are at it, we will enjoy some ballpark snacks to 

help satisfy our baseball fever.  

Lisa Ambrose, Life Enrichment Director 

Fiddler’s Green 

residents Marie 

McGrath (left) and 

Frank Guess (right) 

were getting ready 

for the Easter sea-

son recently by 

painting rabbits 

during a recent 

arts and crafts 

class. 

Our artists get busy for Easter! 



Our Sincere Condolences  
All of us at Edenton extend our heartfelt sympathy to the  

family and friends of those in our community  

who recently passed away.  

You will be missed. 

Mrs. Sue Ellen Compton 

Mrs. Mary Jo Williard  
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Resident Spotlight 

small claims court.  

After retiring from the 

school library, she 

worked part-time as a 

mediator in child cus-

tody disputes. She en-

joyed problem-solving 

and helping people.  

Arlene has traveled all over the 

world. She has visited China, the 

Arctic Circle, and her roots in the 

Czech Republic, just to name a few. 

She was also very generous with her 

time and enjoyed serving her com-

munity. Arlene volunteered at the 

local food pantry, theater, history 

museum, and as the wedding coor-

dinator at her church.  

Arlene’s very favorite thing to do, 

however, was caring for and spend-

ing time with her family. She is now 

also a very proud grandmother of 

three. Arlene is a sweet lady and we 

are so very pleased to have her here 

with us.  

This month’s spotlight shines on 

Mrs. Arlene MacDonald who 

lives at Garden House. Arlene was 

born and raised in Chicago, Illinois. 

She lived with her mother and 

Czechoslovakian grandparents. Ar-

lene grew up speaking Czech at 

home. She earned a degree in jour-

nalism at Northwestern University 

in Illinois, and soon after became an 

editor for an economics journal. She 

met her future husband, Bob, while 

attending university. After graduating 

they married, moved to the Chicago 

suburbs, and had four children.  

In 1968, Bob was offered a job 

teaching at the University of Wis-

consin-Eau Claire, so Arlene packed 

up the house, the four children, and 

the dog and they started a new life 

in northern Wisconsin. Arlene 

would live there for the next 50 

years. After her children grew up, 

Arlene got a job in the local high 

school library. She also trained to 

become a volunteer mediator in 

April 2021 

Marie O’Callaghan, Life Enrichment Coordinator 
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The world is starting to blossom and it’s time for us to blossom as well. Make plans 

to join in on the fun Independent Living activities scheduled to celebrate springtime! 

 On Thursday, April 1 at 1:30 p.m., join us at the Manor House for Easter egg 

decorating. Put your artistic talent to work. 

 The kitchen band practice happens every Tuesday at 1 p.m. Join us in this new, 

exciting activity. 

 On Wednesday, April 7 at 2 p.m. we’ll work on an arts and crafts project paint-

ing ceramic bunny banks. 

 On Thursday, April 8 at 1:30 p.m., join Caroline for Gardening Club as it kicks 

back into high gear. We will meet at the Manor House in the Community Room. 

 On Saturday, April 17 at 1:30 p.m., Hannah will host Saturday afternoon Happy 

Hour. Pass the afternoon catching up with friends and neighbors. 

 New art classes!  We are still looking for an art class leader. In the meantime, 

we’re going to try some online watercolor instructional videos. Sign up if you are 

interested. Check the calendar for dates and times. 

We look forward to seeing many of you out and about in the upcoming months! 

April Activities Roundup 
Lisa Ambrose, Life Enrichment Director 


